
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Thorp 
 District Attorney, District 27 

 

Special Agent Robert Walden       March 20, 2018 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation 

701 West Carl Albert Parkway 

McAlester, OK 74501 

 

 Reference: OSBI 2018-59 

 

Special Agent Walden: 

 

 I am in receipt of and have reviewed the above-referenced investigation that you 

submitted to my office regarding the officer(s) involved shooting that occurred at the 600 Block 

of N. Harriet Street, Sequoyah County, Oklahoma on January 21, 2018.  I want to commend you 

on the thorough investigation that you concluded and submitted.  Based upon my review of your 

investigation, it is my opinion that Sallisaw Police Officer Blaine Griffey acted justifiably when 

he utilized deadly force, in defense of himself January 21, 2018. 

 

 On the late evening of January 21, 2018, Officer Griffey attempted to conduct a traffic 

stop on a person later identified as Jonathon Atchley.  Once Atchley came to a stop in close 

proximity to the Sallisaw Hospital, Atchley immediately jumped out of his vehicle and 

confronted Griffey.  ATchley immediately declared that he didn’t have a drivers license, and 

became exceptionally aggressive and confrontational.  Griffey attempted to detain Atchley due to 

his failure to possess a drivers license, when Atchley apparently attacked Griffey by physically 

punching Griffey in the head and face multiply times.  At some point during this physical attack 

by Atchley, both officer and suspect ended up on the ground and separated.  Anticipating that 

Atchley would run since he was separated, Griffey was surprised when Atchley regained his 

footing and continued to attack him. 

 

 Officer Griffey attempted to utilize non-deadly force during this physical attack by 

utilizing a police baton and OC spray.  Neither were effective in countering the attacks of 

Atchley.  During the attack, a civilian and another officer attempted to aid Officer Griffey under 

arrest, and Atchley continued to physically attack Officer Griffey.  It became apparent that no 

amount of nondeadly force was going to be effective.  Throughout the encounter, Griffey felt 

like Atchley was attempting to gain control of his gun belt.  According to Griffey, it was clear to 

him that he was “in a fight for his life.” 

 

 Toward the end of the attack, Officer Griffey was able to gain some separation, and after 

attempting to utilize all non-deadly defense measures to no avail, Griffey was able to safely 



produce his firearm.  At this point Griffey was physically exhausted and felt like he was likely 

losing consciousness.  It is apparent from the investigation that Officer Griffey felt he was 

defending himself, and felt that he was clearly in danger of losing his life or receiving serious 

physical injury.  It was at this point, and upon Atchley attempting to attack Griffey, that Griffey 

used his weapon, and shot Atchley.  These shots, and the wounds sustained, ultimately stopped 

the physical attack, and ultimately lead to Atchley’s death. 

 

 I am unsure as to any rational reason why Jonathon Atchley would initiate a serious 

physical attack on Sallisaw Police Officer Blaine Griffey.  The investigation revealed numerous 

past occurrences when law enforcement had needed to utilize force to subdue Atchley.  I am 

completely puzzled, as to why a person who was the subject of a routine traffic stop would 

assume the position of aggressor, and physically attack a police officer, and continue that attack 

through both non-deadly and deadly attempts to stop the attack. 

 

 In reviewing an officer involved use of deadly force, I look to the Oklahoma statute 

specifically on point, in this case 21 O.S. 732, which states: 

 

A peace officer, correctional officer, or any person acting by his command in his aid and 

assistance, is justified in using deadly force when: 

1.  The officer is acting in obedience to and in accordance with any judgment of a competent 

court in executing a penalty of death; or 

2.  In effecting an arrest or preventing an escape from custody following arrest and the officer 

reasonably believes both that: 

a.  such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being defeated by resistance or escape, and  

b.  there is probable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed a crime 

involving the infliction or threatened infliction of serious bodily harm, or the person to be 

arrested is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or otherwise indicates that he will 

endanger human life or inflict great bodily harm unless arrested without delay; or 

3.  The officer is in the performance of his legal duty or the execution of legal process and 

reasonably believes the use of the force is necessary to protect himself or others from the 

infliction of serious bodily harm; or 

4.  The force is necessary to prevent an escape from a penal institution or other place of 

confinement used primarily for the custody of persons convicted of felonies or from custody 

while in transit thereto or therefrom unless the officer has reason to know: 

a.  the person escaping is not a person who has committed a felony involving violence, and 

b.  the person escaping is not likely to endanger human life or to inflict serious bodily harm if not 

apprehended. 

 

 After a thorough review of the complete investigation which included numerous witness 

accounts, I believe that Sallisaw Police Officer Blaine Griffey was justified in accordance with 

21 O.S. 732(3), and utilized deadly force to protect himself from reasonably foreseeable (based 

upon the earlier encounter) serious bodily harm or death.  If you have any further questions, or if 

any additional information comes to light, please contact me as soon as you possibly can. 


